
While plenty of us felt trapped this year, wandering through the same spaces and 
talking to the same people, it was the artists and entertainers who kicked open win-
dows to new sights, sounds and experiences. Yes, the pandemic dealt a significant 
hit to the culture world, but nothing could derail its creativity. So, despite the lim-
itations, stars in a variety of disciplines managed to thrive and shine, and by doing 
so, made a difficult year more tolerable for most everyone. Here are 12 artists and 
trends who gave us a fresh perspective in 2020.



In February, just minutes ahead of the Super Bowl in Miami, the artist Christine Sun 
Kim stood at the 40-yard line performing in American Sign Language as Yolanda Ad-
ams sang “America the Beautiful” and Demi Lovato sang the national anthem.

“As a child of immigrants, a grandchild of refugees, a Deaf woman of color, an artist 
and a mother, I was proud to perform,” she wrote in an Op-Ed for The Times afterward. 
But because only a fraction of her performance was aired, she called the experience “a 
huge disappointment — a missed opportunity in the struggle for media inclusiveness on 
a large scale.”

“Being deaf in America has always been political,” she wrote.

Kim, 40, who was born in California and is now based in Berlin, has spent years chan-
neling this perspective into her art. At the Whitney Biennial in New York last year, she 
exhibited hand-drawn charcoal drawings from her “Degrees of Deaf Rage in the Art 
World,” and in 2013, the Museum of Modern Art selected her for its exhibition “Sound-
ings: A Contemporary Score,” dedicated to sound art.
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